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began his reign with higher hopes, because the tidings
had arrived of the conquest of Constantinople by the
Turks. Believing that this was an omen of success
to Islam, Ismael refused to renew the truce with
Enrique IV., and there was a renewal of the terrible
warfare. The Spanish borderers were continually
bursting on the Vega and carrying off the rich plunder
from the beauteous country houses, burning the vines,
driving off the flocks; and lighting fires, which the
king could only behold from the terraces of the Al-
hamra without bringing any aid. Enrique himself
commanded one inroad, and put to the sword all the
people of Mena, after which there was a truce, in the
midst of which Aboul Hacem, a son of the king, with
two thousand five hundred horse and ten thousand
foot, made an inroad on the city of Estepa, and was
returning with a great booty, when the eldest son of
the Count of Arcos, Don Rodrigo Ponce de Leon,
vowed to intercept him ; and collecting- one hundred
retainers of his own family, rode towards the enemy,
gathering up brave men as. he went till his force
amounted to two hundred and sixty horse and six
hundred foot. With these he attacked the Moors near
Penarubia, and after a sharp fight put them to flight,
as they evidently thought that this was but the van-
guard of an army. Don Rodrigo had lost only one
hundred and eighty men and they fourteen hundred ;
but the next morning the victors were alarmed by
huge columns of dust, which they thought the heralds
of their returning enemies. Happily before they had
charged the foe, they found the dust was caused by
the locks of cattle and sheep making their way, as
best they might, back to their pastures.